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ABSTRACT 

This study aimed to examine and describe the role of the teacher in improving the character of 

discipline for students. This research is a descriptive qualitative research. The research subjects 

were the principal, teachers, and students. The data collection techniques used were interviews, 

observation, and documentation. Data analysis was performed using qualitative descriptive 

analysis techniques. The results of this study indicated that the role of teachers in the character 

building of student discipline at SD Negeri 1 Kendaga is a teacher as an educator, a teacher as 

ainstructor, a teacher as a guide, a teacher as a trainer, and a teacher as an evaluator. The teacher's 

efforts in shaping student character are by using the method of habituation, exemplary, lectures 

and simulations.This research is useful for teachers, to be able to act as good role models, to 

provide guidance and supervision to improve students discipline. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Education is very important in human life. Strengthening the character of discipline in education must start 
early. The success of character education will be the foundation for building the personality of students at the 
education level above and also in social life in general. For this reason, the role of teachers is currently important in 
the context of the successful implementation of disciplinary character education. Discipline character is needed so 
that the school becomes a reliable self-building institution. Through strengthening the character of discipline, it is 
hoped that a future generation of young generations who are knowledgeable, cultured, moral and civilized will be 
born in the the globalization era. 

The value of disciplined character is very important for humans so that other good character values emerge 
[1].The importance of strengthening the value of the character of discipline in schools is based on the reason that 
there are many student behaviors that are contrary to disciplinary norms. 

At this time, there were many undisciplined events shown by students. For example, undisciplined behavior 
includes coming to school not on time, not wearing a complete uniform, cheating, littering, scribbling school walls, 
skipping school, not doing assignments, and submitting assignments not on time [2].  

The decline in the value of character education is very concerning. Given this, character education is very 
important to be given to students in school, in order to realize educational goals and shape the character of students 
to become mature individuals. To realize the achievement of the character education program, it is necessary to have 
the role of teachers in schools to find the right pattern for implementing character education values. One character 
value that needs to be developed for students is the character of discipline. Discipline is an action that shows orderly 
behavior and obeys various rules and regulations [3]. 

The occurrence of undisciplined behavior in schools shows that there have been serious problems in terms of 
character education, especially the character of discipline. The emergence of undisciplined behavior shows that new 
discipline is limited to knowledge that does not have a positive impact on changes in student behavior every day 
[4].There needs to be an innovation so that violations made by students can be handled properly, one of which is 
through the implementation of the development of disciplined character education for students. The school 
environment has a strong role in shaping children's character [5].Discipline has three kinds of characteristics, 
preventive discipline, corrective discipline and progressive discipline [6]. 

Fostering the disciplinary character of students in schools cannot be separated from the role of the teacher. 
Teachers must be able to coach student discipline, especially self-discipline. Teachers must be able to help students 
develop behavior patterns, improve disciplinary character, and implement rules and regulations as a tool to enforce 
discipline. To discipline students, it is necessary to start with principles that are in accordance with the goals of 
national education. So that the disciplinary rules need to be guided by this, namely from, by, and for students. while 
for teachers through the principle of tut wurihandayani or in front of giving an example 
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Based on the background of the problems above, the formulation of the problem in this study is what is the role 

of the teacher in increasing the value of disciplinary character for students? Based on the formulation of the problem 
above, the objective of the research is to study and describe the role of the teacher in improving the character of 
discipline for students 

 
METHOD 

 
This research is a descriptive qualitative research. The research method is a scientific way of obtaining data with 

specific purposes and uses [7].The data obtained observations, interviews, document analysis, field notes, compiled 
by researchers at the research location. According to Sukmadinata, explaining descriptive research is a form of 
research aimed at describing existing phenomena, both natural phenomena and man-made phenomena. This 
phenomenon can be in the form of forms, activities, characteristics, changes, relationships, similarities, and 
differences between one phenomenon and another. Based on the definition above, this study provides an overview 
of the character building of students through the teacher and provides solutions in character-based learning for 
students in SD Negeri 1 Kendaga. 

The research used was qualitative research with descriptive analysis of the case study method. The research 
subjects were the principal, teachers, and students. Data collection techniques used were interviews, observation, 
documentation and literature study. Data analysis was performed using qualitative descriptive analysis techniques 

 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 
A teacher in carrying out his duties must have competence, one of the competences that a teacher must have is 

social competence, namely competence that emphasizes the teacher so that he can get along with the community, 
includ communicating with students. 

The teacher has a very important role, especially in conveying knowledge and character education, because the 
teacher's job is not only to teach, but the teacher also educates and directs students to have good behavesand attitudes. 
The Role of teachers in character building discipline students are teachers as educators, teachers as instructors, 
teachers as mentors, teachers as trainers, and teachers as role models [8]. 

The teacher as an educator not only knows about the material to be taught, but he also must have a strong 
personality that makes him a role model for his students. This is important because as an educator, the teacher not 
only teaches students to know one kind of thing but the teacher teaches and tells various things.The teacher also has 
to train the skills, attitudes and mentality of students. 

Teachers as educators, namely where teachers become role models for students and their environment [9].The 
teacher's role as an educator requires a teacher to maintain his authority, be responsible, disciplined, independent, 
and have a good personality so that he can be an example for his students. 

Teachers as instructors, namely teachers carry out their duties in planning and implementing learning in 
schools. In addition to teaching, teachers must also make efforts to change attitudes, skills, habits, social relationships, 
appreciation, and so on learning delivered [10]. The teacher as a guide is a teacher who guides or guides students to 
an attitude that should be done. He is more directed to students' affective rather than cognitive. 

The teacher as a trainer is a teacher who can simultaneously be a guide, teacher, educator, motivator and so on. 
Where the teacher produces a skill or expertise that is taught to students, and is more directed at students' 
psychomotor. 

The role of the teacher as a role model is very important in order to shape the character of the students being 
taught. Modelingcan be used as the main method in character education [11].In developing disciplined character, 
exemplary is needed in every educational environment, namely the school, family, and community environment. In 
the school environment, teacher exemplary is needed in the development of disciplinary character. The teacher's 
exemplary determines the success of students in the process of having knowledge about character, feelings about 
character, and actions that reflect character. Teachers who are not disciplined will pass on their indiscipline to their 
students, so that it will create students who are not disciplined as well. 

Character education contains three stages of activity, namely imparting knowledge about character, feelings 
about character, and actions that reflect character [12]. Judging from the three stages of these activities, it can be seen 
that character education is actually the same as other types of education, namely that it must touch the three realms 
of the human psyche, namely the cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains [13]. 

Education is expected to take an important part in educating and instilling good character values in students. 
Character education in the context of education in Indonesia is noble values based on the culture of the Indonesian 
nation itself to shape and nurture children to become the nation's next generation [14]. However, in reality education 
today only pays more attention to intellectual aspects rather than emotional and spiritual aspects, so it is not 
surprising that many of us see deviant behavior from students [15].  

The implementation of disciplinary character education can be carried out through several policies, namely 
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creating a character education program, establishing school rules and class regulations, carrying dhuhur prayers at 
school congregation, monitor student disciplinary behavior through daily activity logbooks, involve parents and 
school committees [16].The character building program for students in schools is realized through intra-curricular 
and extra-curricular activities. The method of character building students can be done using the method of 
habituation, exemplary, lectures and simulations [17]. 

In developing the character of discipline, the role of the teacher also has an important role as the main figure in 
the school in guiding and educating children. Teachers as parents of children at school. For this reason, the success 
of children's learning achievement depends on the level of the teacher's ability to create a comfortable climate for the 
teaching and learning process. for teachers, namely developing their ability to recognize their students more so that 
lessons are made more precise. 

According to Candra, the effective classroom management of teachers should not only be silent but also pay 
attention and recognize their students [18]. Paying attention to students must also be thorough and fair. The teacher 
must also understand the characteristics and character of students from various students to be used as a reference in 
the classroom management process. Insights, discipline, motivation, a comfortable and conducive learning climate, 
welfare, and school culture are aspects of the success of teachers in teaching and learning activities [19]. Therefore, 
the teacher's role as a driver in improving the quality of education and shaping children's personalities for the better. 

A number of studies have found positive results from implementing character education programs in schools, 
including higher academic achievement, fewer suspensions and dropouts, and less risky behavior from students [20]. 
Teacher discipline will have a major influence on the formation of student disciplinary character because teachers 
become idols and are highly respected by students, therefore teachers should take advantage of the opportunities of 
the school environment as a place for fostering student disciplinary character. Discipline character is very important 
for students so that other good character values emerge  

Character education is a curriculum developed specifically to teach children about the qualities and traits of 
good character [21]. In line with the statementis that character education is a national movement to create ethics, 
responsibility and care by giving example and teach good character through emphasis on universal values [22] . 

The role of the teacher as a figure who provides a good role model for children is a must, considering that 
education does not only convey knowledge, but also educates and guides children's character to be better. So that 
schools need to convey the development and achievements obtained by children. 

The role of teachers who have good performance and have good personalities is in the spotlight of the 
community as role models for their children in educating and directing children's personalities to be better [23]. 

Teachers have a role as role models in the implementation of discipline. Teacher role models are very important 
in determining student discipline because teachers are used as role models and exemplary by their students. Teachers 
must set an example that is good, honest, fair, and in accordance with their deeds. With a good teacher's example, 
students' discipline will be good too. If the teacher's role model is not good (less disciplined), students will be less 
disciplined. Teachers do not expect students to be disciplined well if they lack discipline themselves. Teachers must 
realize that their behavior will be imitated and imitated by their students, this is what requires teachers to have good 
discipline so that their students have good discipline as well. 

The teacher's role in instilling student discipline is as a role model and motivator [24].  As a role model the 
teacher provides an example to students and as a motivator the teacher always provides advice to students. 
Supporting factors in instilling discipline in the form of giving gifts as appreciation and punishment as sanctions that 
are very instrumental in regulating patterns and behavior of students so that they are always orderly in carrying out 
discipline. 

Thus the role of the teacher is very important in fostering the disciplinary character of students. Therefore, 
according to Sardiman the teacher is one of the human components in the teaching and learning process, which plays 
a role in efforts to form potential human resources in the field of development [25] 

The role of teachers in carrying out their roles, namely as educators, teaching, leaders, role models, must be able 
to serve students who are based on optimal awareness, belief, discipline, and responsibility [26]. The teacher as an 
educator not only knows about the material to be taught, but he also must have a strong personality that makes him 
a role model for his students. This is important because as an educator, the teacher not only teaches students to know 
one kind of thing but the teacher teaches and tells various things the teacher must also train the skills, attitudes and 
mental of the students. 

The role of the teacher in the formation of disciplinary character for students at SD Negeri 1 Kendaga, namely: 
1) The teacher as an educator, the role of the teacher as an educator, meaning that the teacher is a role model, role 
model, and a figure who will be identified by students, educating students to become exemplary students, polite and 
courteous, the teacher educates students to be disciplined in time, and provides a good example so that students 
themselves are disciplined  That teachers are responsible for being models who have moral values and take 
advantage of opportunities to influence their students. 2) The teacher as a instructor, the role of the teacher as a 
teacher means that the teacher always teaches with make lesson plans, and design lessons, the teacher teaches the 
lesson plan is used as a pan duan, teachers also teach how to be disciplined students [27].3) The teacher as a guide, 
meaning that the role of the teacher guides students to comply with school rules, especially when in the classroom, 
such as paying attention to the teacher when explaining the lessons that are taking place at SD Negeri 1 Kendaga 
[28].4) The teacher as a trainer, meaning that the teacher trains students to always do their work, the teacher trains 
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students when given homework to do independently, the teacher trains students to always get used to being 
disciplined both at school and at home, and the teacher trains students to do practice questions [29]. 5) the teacher as 
an evaluator, gives honest and good assessments, evaluates learning by conducting assessments during the learning 
process and assessing learning outcomes, the teacher measures the extent to which students understand the lessons 
that have been given by evaluating the process and learning outcomes, with the evaluating teacher knowing which 
students can and cannot [30]. 

In addition, the teacher's goal in the formation of disciplinedcharacter is for the benefit of integral individual 
growth, disciplinary character education has a long-term goal that is based on the individual contextual active 
response to the natural social impulses it receives which in turn further sharpens the vision of life to be achieved 
through a continuous forming process. It was explained that "so that students become successful children and get 
used to discipline from an early age. In order for students to become disciplined children both at school and at home, 
implementing or applying a good and orderly life, students become successful students, because forming 
disciplinecharacters is the basis of all success. 

Students are disciplined in disposing of garbage in its place, doing assignments, wearing school uniforms 
because there is motivation and role models from the teacher [31]. The results of the implementation of education 
and the inculcation of disciplinary character for students can be seen from the changes in attitudes and behavior 
experienced by students during their education at SD Negeri 1 Kendaga. It is indeed difficult to identify changes in 
attitudes and behavior so that it can be said to be a character of noble discipline. discipline towards school regulations, 
the results of the value of disciplinary character can also be seen from the daily programs that are implemented, so 
that students are trained to act discipline. This is evidenced by discipline when it comes to school, discipline in doing 
assignments, and it can be seen from the enthusiasm of students towards programs in fostering the disciplinary 
character of students, such as 5S habituation (smile, greetings, greetings, courtesy, and courtesy). In its 
implementation, exemplary is carried out in the process of the activity itself, for example, actions carried out by 
educators will be easily followed by students. The exemplary method is carried out as a form of giving good examples 
by educators to students. This method is related to daily activities in the school environment, such as exemplary 
behavior, telling stories. 

After collecting data through observation, interviews, and documentation, it can be analyzed that the teacher's 
efforts in shaping the character of student discipline at SD Negeri 1 Kendaga are by using several methods, including 
habituation, exemplary, lectures, discussions, and simulations. Striving for habituation with the storytelling method 
in teacher learning to insert stories about the importance of character building discipline. Because elementary level 
students often see or observe the behavior of others. In striving for the formation of disciplinary character, students 
are accustomed to obeying school regulations so that the character of this discipline is manifested in students. 

From the various processes carried out in providing education and inculcating disciplinary character values for 
students, of course there are goals to be achieved as a result of this implementation. However, not all programs that 
have been run carried out as expected. But at least, there is a minimal discipline character that students have shown 
in their daily attitudes and behavior as a form of internalizing the values of disciplinary character in students at SD 
Negeri 1 Kendaga, this is evidenced by the results of observations and interviews by researchers with studentswhich 
according to the researcher already reflects disciplinary character activities. Discipline character values that are 
reflected in students, such as coming to school on time, obeying the rules, throwing garbage in its place, being 
disciplined in carrying out assignments, reading prayers and shaking hands to the teacher. 

 
CONCLUSION 

 
The Role of teachers in the character building of student discipline at SD Negeri 1 Kendaga is a teacher as an 

educator, a teacher as ainstructor, a teacher as a guide, a teacher as a trainer, and a teacher as an evaluator. The role 
of teachers in SD Negeri 1 Kendaga is very good, because each teacher has implemented the five aspects of the 
teacher's role properly. The teacher's efforts in shaping student character are by using the method of habituation, 
exemplary, lectures and simulations. From these methods, graduates from SD Negeri 1 Kendaga that each student 
must have, namely: discipline that comes from within the individual himself and discipline that comes from outside 
himself. From the various methods and programs launched at SD Negeri 1 Kendaga, students have seen a change in 
attitude and behavior that reflects the character of the discipline. This study recommends the teacher, to be able to 
act as a good role model, to provide guidance and supervision to improve student discipline 
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