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 The aim of this research is to find out whether inductive method is effective or 

not for teaching subject-verb agreement. This research used quasi-

experimental research design. Seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 2 
Sokaraja was used as the subject of the research. VII-G class was used as the 

experimental group with 32 students and VII-F class was used as the control 

group with 32 students. 

The data of this research was collected through pre-test and post-test to the 
experimental group and control group. The result of data showed that t-test 

value is higher than t-table in which t-test value is 3.10 and t-table in significant 

level of 0.05(5%). is 1.67. It means that the hypothesis is accepted and it can 
be concluded that inductive method is effective for teaching subject-verb 

agreement 

Keywords: 

Subject-verb agreement, 

Inductive method 

Experiment 

. 

 

 

1.  Introduction 

Having a correct grammar in writing and speaking English makes us easier to understand 

the meaning of a sentence, write and speak English fluently and accurately. Therefore, it would 

be impossible to learn English effectively without knowing its grammar. One of grammatical 

aspects that must be understood by students is subject-verb agreement. Subject-verb agreement 

states that both subject and verb in a sentence must agree. The subject and verb in a sentence 

must agree based on its subject in person or number.  Because of this, students must consider 

whether both subject and verb are solid or not.  

In teaching English grammar such as subject-verb agreement, there are some methods that 

can be used. One of them is inductive method. Inductive method can make the learning process 

not strict because it starts with examples. According to Lutfi Istikharoh (2017), “Inductive 

teaching focuses on allowing students to come to their own conclusions”. It means that, in the 

teaching and learning process using inductive method, students are provided wide opportunities 

by teachers to explore and discover the patterns of the English grammar. After they discover the 

patterns of the English grammar, they can work in group or pair to implement the use of the 

patterns they found. Moreover, this method always places students as the center of learning.  

In fact, there are still some students who are confused in the use of subject-verb agreement. 

As an example, the writer found a student in a school where the writer did the second internship 

program who wrote “She is be kind”. As we know that “Is” is part of “Be” and “Be” covers “Is. 

Am, are”. Is in that sentence functions as a verb. Therefore, the student should not write verb 

twice because “Is” is part of “Be”. Therefore, in this research, the writer is interested in analyzing 

whether inductive method is effective or not for teaching subject-verb agreement. 
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3. Methodology 

 

The method used in this research is quasi experimental research. According to Suwartono 

(2007), experimental research is done to know whether something can influence or cause the 

other things to happen or not. In addition, experimental research is a research that is intended to 

know whether there is an effect of something that is imposed on subject inquired (Arikunto, 2010; 

207). In other words, experimental research is a research which is done to know whether there is 

a cause effect of something or not. 

The population of this research is the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Sokaraja 

in academic year 2019/2020. Meanwhile, the sample of this research consisted of two groups. 

Those groups were experimental group and control group. In this research, the experimental 

group was 7G class and the control group was 7F class. For collecting the data, the researcher 

used tests which consisted of pre-test and post-test. Those tests were about subject-verb 

agreement and the kind of the test was objective test in the form of multiple choice test. In 

collecting the data, the researcher administered pre-test to the group first, then practiced teaching 

descriptive text to students and for the last meeting, the researcher administered post-test to the 

group.. 

 

4. Findings and Discussion 

 

Finding 

The data was obtained through pre-test and post-test. Those tests were applied at two 

groups. VII-F class as the control group and VII-G class as the experimental group. Then the 

data was analyzed using t-test formula. The result of this research can be described below: 

1. Experimental group 

In this research, VII-G class as the experimental group with the number of students 

were 32. Through pre-test and post-test, there were two data which were obtained. Those 

were pre-test and post-test scores. The mean comparison of these scores can be seen through 

the chart below: 

 

Based on the chart above, it can be seen that the mean of pre-test scores of the experimental 
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group is 59, 53. Meanwhile, the mean of post-test scores of this group is 90. 

2. Control group 

VII-F class as the control group of this research. The respondents of control 

group were 32 students. The mean comparison of pre-test and post-test scores of this 

group can be seen at the chart below: 

 

Based on the chart above, it can be seen that the mean of pre-test scores of the control 

group is 60, 62. Meanwhile, the mean of post-test scores of the control group is 82, 81. 

3. T-Test Calculation 

In this research, the data was analyzed using t-test formula to know whether 

inductive method is effective or not for teaching subject-verb agreement. After the t-test 

calculation, the result showed that t-test value is 3.10 with degree of freedom is 62. 

Moreover, t-table is 1.67 in 0.05 (5%) level of significant. Therefore, it can be concluded 

that the t-test value is higher than t-table (3.10>1.67). In other word, inductive method 

is effective for teaching subject-verb agreement. 

Discussion 

In conducting this research, the researcher used test as an instrument for collecting data. 

The researcher conducted this research in six meetings which covered pre-test, treatment and 

post-test. The first meeting, the researcher administered pre-test to the experimental group and 

control group. The researcher administered the pre-test to the both of groups at the same day, but 

different time. The pre-test activity was intended to know the students’ understanding about 

subject-verb agreement before getting treatments. At that time, the respondents did pre-test 

individually with the number of item tests were 20. They did the pre-test well and the classroom 

atmosphere was quite conducive.  

The second meeting until forth meeting, the researcher gave treatments for experimental 

group. The treatment was teaching subject-verb agreement using inductive method at the 

experimental group. The researcher gave treatments for four meeting. In the experimental group, 

the students were very enthusiastic and motivated during learning process. They participated in 

the learning process such as actively asking to the teacher related to the material, discussing to 
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find the patterns of grammar with their friends and practicing to make English sentences using 

the patterns they got. They were very excited in learning the grammar using this method.  After 

giving treatments, the researcher administered post-test to both of the groups. The number of 

item tests were 20. They did the post-test well and conductively. Post-test was intended to know 

the students improvement in understanding subject-verb agreement after getting treatments 

 

4. Conclusion 

 

Based on the result of this research, it can be concluded that inductive method is an 

effective method for teaching subject-verb agreement. It can be proved by t-test result in which 

t-test value is 3.10. Meanwhile t-table is 1.67. Thus, the t-test value is higher than t-table. In 

short, inductive method can be applied for teaching subject-verb agreement. 

Inductive method has more positive effects for students during teaching and learning 

process. The students were actively involved in the learning process. It created motivating and 

challenging atmosphere in the classroom. Therefore, the students were very enthusiastic in asking 

questions, giving arguments, discussing and practicing to make English sentences using the 

patterns they found. 
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